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“Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send 


forth laborers into” his harvest.” Matt. 9:58. 


GIVE 


“And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord— 


see that ye abound in this grace also.” UW Cor. 8:5,7. 


“Go ye therefore. and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 


of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and lo, Iam with you alway even unto the end of the world. 
Amen.” Matt. 28:19,20. 
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Party Purge 


Circumstances alter cases. When one- 
hundred-and-ninety man Laymen’s Committee 
was erected in March 1951 by the National 
Council of Christian Churches, the move was 
heralded by that body as momentous. Five years 
later, the now embarrassing, white elephant 
Committee was “‘permitted to dissolve.” The 
story back of the affair broke for the public 
in the United States News and World Report, 
February 3rd. 


The Chairman of the Committee, Mr. J]. 
Howard Pew, commenting on the five years’ 
controversy, revealed the very significant fact 
that the laymen and the Church brass all along 
have been poles apart regarding certain matters. 
These matters, it will be noted, are the very 
same matters regarding which the Southern 
Presbyterian Church has complained for many 
vears with no avail. Also there is a quite in- 
teresting parallel between the promises made 
to the Church and those made to the Laymen, 
for the latter state that they were led to believe 
that the National Council of Christian Churches 
would “avoid political involvements and con- 
troversies.”” The reprehensible and _ irritating 
tactics are the same as those of the National 
Council's forebear, the Federal Council, against 
which many protested, over forty years, particu- 
lar reference being made to pronouncements 
which “elevated the State to a position where 
it would increasingly control the production 
and lives of its citizens.” 


The composition of the Laymen’s Committee 
is most significant. They are not a disgruntled 
and fanatical group of extremists, but are hard- 
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headed business men of wide experience and 
high calibre, representing different vocations 
and classes. But the counts against the National 
Council are the particularly interesting facts. 
Boiled down, they are: 


1. Violations of the Church’s charter. The 
sociological, political and economic deliverances, 
together with unwarranted boldness in “‘speak- 
ing for Protestantism” to the national govern- 
ment at Washington, regarding matters "outside 
their field, and for which they had no man- 
date,” - these charges are preferred by the lay- 
men. The Committee’s “Lay Affirmation” of 
1954, was “tabled,” - a document which con- 
demned National Council’s involvement in sec- 
ular affairs and political controversy “without 
moral or ethical content,” and all for “thirty- 


999 


four million Protestants”! 


2. Highhandedness and presumption. Re- 


garding many matters National Council effected 


action which gave wide-spread offense: the 
Bricker amendment case, Communist investiga- 
tions, the United Nations, the Korean question, 
collective security, reduction of armaments, 
etc. Also the majority of the General Board's 
decisions were made “without proper considera- 
tion and far too little research,” some matters 
being “disposed of in one half-hour, regarding 
which Congress takes months to decide.” 


3. Perverting the Church’s work. The National 
Council subordinates the primary work of evan- 
gelism and the true purpose of the Church, - a 
work and purpose which “transcend all other 
areas of human activity and aspiration, in im- 
portance.” The National Council “impairs its 
ability to meet its prime responsibility when, 
sitting in judgment on current secular affairs, 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


iS 
d 
; 
a 
] 
( 
| 


it becomes involved in economic and _ political 
controversy . . . promoting division where unity 
of purpose should obtain.” “Political adven- 
tures hinder . . . Christian leadership in the 
pressing fields of evangelism, fellowship, and 
education.” 


4. Intransigence, intolerance, un-American- 
ism. Refusing to laymen, with their experi- 
ence and wisdom, a fair part in the work, the 
National Council expects them merely to un- 
derwrite “policies and programs determined 
largely by professionals.” Success requires the 
contribution of laymen along with that of the 
clergy. ‘The economic principles drafted by the 
National Council’s Department of Church and 
Economic Life, are opposed as being in nature 
often “socialistic” and “communistic.” 


None, with propriety, can question the right 
of anyone to go into politics. We are not now 
and here arguing against lobbying at Wash- 
ington, D. C. Nor is it that we hope to pre- 
vent liberalism in theology, that a protest is 
made. Not even just here are we talking about 
suspected un-Americanism in a large and un- 
wieldy organization. But here and now, we 
do maintain that no man, that no group of 
men, not even Doctors of Divinity in high posi- 
tion even in the National Council of Christian 
Churches, has or have the right to drag the 
Church into the political arena. 


Were the Church a man-made institution, 
that were another matter. But the Church is 
not of man nor by man: it is the one Divine 
organization entrusted into the hands of human 
folk; and by so much as it is Divine in origin, 
history, purpose and program, no man, not even 
the President of the National Council, has the 
right to do with it as he will, or use it according 
to his ideas of propriety. 


Therefore the most hopeful sign during long 
years of perturbation, on the increasingly com- 
plicated and contradictory National Council 
of Christian Churches horizon, is the report of 
this Laymen’s Committee; and a close second 
sign is its dissolution, - the former because now 
all can see that it is not merely the Southern 
Presbyterian Church’s historical and Scriptural 
attitude, nor the outburst of a few disgruntled 
die-hards, but a competent and unbiased, practi- 
cal-minded body of representative business men, 
untrammelled by private vested interest, uncor- 
rupted by power, untainted by elevation to 
high position, who now condemn the unwar- 


ranted acts which the National Council com- 
mits in the fair name of the Church of the 
Lord Jesus Christ; the latter, because, in this 
instance, all can see plainly the danger of big- 
ness and the menace of power even though 
wielded by high Church officials. Power tends 
to corrupt: merely purge the opposition! A 
principal is responsible for the acts of his 
agents: our Church is participant in these errors. 


Nor are we allowing ourselves to be deluded 
regarding the likelihood that an organization 
with a multi-million dollar budget will volun- 
tarily come to book. Power is not willingly sur- 
rendered. But we do hope that in the light of 
this fiasco, men generally will understand the 
true state of affairs and see how improper it 
is to continue to support, financially and moral- 
ly, an organization which betrays its trust. If 
the title of this article is too strong, - if the 
National Council of Christian Churches did 
not really purge the party, at least the Southern 
Presbyterian Church can in the light of these 
facts, quite properly purge itself of further 
connivance in the transactions of the National 
Council of Christian Churches by withdrawing 
from that body. —R 


Did It Cost Me Something? 


“And the king said unto Araunah, Nay; 
but I will surely buy it of thee at a price. 
Neither will I offer burnt offerings unto 
the Lord my God of that which doth cost 

me nothing.” 


Americans are spending a staggering amount 
of money on luxuries and on things of passing 
use. Few of us appreciate the fact that we 
now count as “necessities” many things which 
are luxuries in the rest of the world. Even more 
important, we are wasting, or storing away, 
things for which a hungry world is crying. 


While it is true that church members have 
been giving to large church budgets, to various 
worthy campaigns ‘and to the general work of 
keeping the Christian witness active; neverthe- 
less, few of us have ever given until it hurts. 
Few of us have let our giving to make Christ 
known at home and abroad really cost us some- 
thing. 

It is to the almost destitute Christians of 
Korea and India and other mission fields of 
the world that we must look for an example 
of sacrificial giving. If most of us knew how 
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they truly give out of their very living our 
hearts would be smitten and we would cry 
out to God to give us the vision of really giving 
for the work of His Kingdom. 


Those who read this will probably do so 
just at the time set aside by our General As- 
sembly as the Week of Prayer and Self-Denial 
for World Missions. ‘Self-Denial’? How few 
of us know the meaning of the word. We who 
have been recipients of God’s saving grace and 
who find ourselves living in the midst of plenty 
and on a scale denied to all of the rest of the 
world have only too often given only from our 
overabundance. 


Are we making offerings unto the Lord “of 
that which cost me nothing’? —L.N.B. 


“A Stone and a Rock of Offense” 


Only to the believer does the cross of Christ 
mean redemption. To the unbeliever it is fool- 
ishness. To the unrepentant sinner it is a 
stumbling block, for it is illogical that man’s 
salvation should depend on God's direct inter- 
vention on his behalf. This leaves out man’s 
own natural capabilities, his own inherent 
greatness, and that is a reflection on man him- 
self. 


Paul, writing to the Galatian Christians and 
speaking of the Jewish custom of circumcision 
says: “IJ suppose if only I would recommend 
this little rite all the hostility which the preach- 
ing of the Cross provokes would disappear” 
(Phillips) . 


There is another way to avoid hostility— 
preach everything but the cross. Preach moral- 
ity, good citizenship, ethical behavior, social, 
political and other issues. These have their 
place but they are not substitutes for the gos- 
pel of man’s redemption by the vicarious 
atoning work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


The “offense of the cross” is still very real. 
Only the work of the Holy Spirit in man’s 
heart can keep him from resenting the fact 
that he is incapable of saving himself, that his 
own righteousness is, in God’s sight, but filthy 
rags. 

But, the preaching of the cross has in it 
both power and wisdom, two things without 
which there is no real preaching. This is the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. For, 
God's redemptive power centers in that trans- 
action on the cross and His divine wisdom is 
found in this planned event. 


The “offense of the cross” is to many the 
shed blood of Calvary. The theological world 
has always had within it those who deplore 
the mention of the blood. In our own day 
fewer hymns mention the blood. By some it 
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is characterized as a “slaughter-house religion” 
while others feel it “unsuitable for children.” 
And yet, redemption by the shedding of blood 
is a theme running throughout all of the Old 
Testament and this theme is reiterated and 
amplified from the gospels through the epistles 
of the New Testament and on into the Revela- 
tion, beginning there with the affirmation 
“Tesus Christ, . . .. Unto Him that loved us, 
and washed us from our sins in His own blood.” 


We greviously err when we try to make the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ popular by watering its 
uncompromising message down to suit the taste 
and the concépts of men. To the lost it ts 
unpopular. To those who reject it it is a stone 
and a rock of offense. The Gospel should 
never be preached in an offensive manner, but 
it should be preached as it is presented in the 
Word of God and its faithful preaching will 


always cause division. 


Our one comfort is the assurance - and the 
observation - that where God’s plan of salvation 
is preached with clarity and without compromise 
there are always those in whose hearts the 
Holy Spirit sheds a glorious light and they come 
to realize (either suddenly or slowly, as_ the 
dawning of a new day), that this is truly the 
power and the wisdom of God - that this zs the 
Way. 


Seeking popularity and acceptance, either for 
ourselves or for our message, is not the way 
of the apostles and the early church. Then 
there was a message, as clear and as uncom- 
promising as facts themselves can be and that 
message was preached. 


We will be wise to do the same _ today. 


—“T Believe in the Holy Ghost” — 


Had IT the money I would put copies of 
“Those Fifty Days,’ by Dr. Wm. Crowe, and 
“The Tongue of Fire,” by Wm. Arthur, in the 
hands of every minister in our Church. I do 
not count myself competent to select libraries, 
but during a long life in the society of scholars 
who were outstanding for Christian living, cul- 
ture and success, and from the observations that 
have crowded my life, these books are worth 
more than any of the dozens that set forth 
teachings about the Holy Ghost. These books, 
if prayerfully read, would surely put new life 
into the veins of our beloved Church and lift 
it into the experiences of the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost, His fire and power. | 


Those fifty days were the most important 
days since creation. They were the days of the 
new creation of the Church. They prepared and 
started the Church on its vast mission. Without 
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those days the Church would have utterly failed. 
Those unlearned and ignorant 120 must have 
“power from on high.” Had Peter attempted to 
preach before those days there would not have 
been any one startled or a single soul to cry 
out “what shall we do?” ‘The disciples were 
obeying the command of Christ to tarry in 
Jerusalem until they were imbued with power 
from on high. Christ did not tell them how 
many days that would be. 


Forty of those days were devoted by Christ 
to the infallible proofs of His resurrection and 
instruction in the things pertaining to His king- 
dom. His resurrection was put in its indis- 
pensable place—“If Christ be not raised your 
faith is vain.” And if He be not raised, neither 
shall we be raised - and there is no life beyond 
this life. And Christ gave infallible proof of 
His identity—that He was and is the “same 
Jesus” that was crucified, dead and buried. There 
would be no point in proving His identity if 
we are not to be “the same” persons after the 
resurrection. ‘To every seed his own body.” 
These are the comforting truths of our Gospel. 
Christ ascended into heaven in that same resur- 
rection body and the promise is that He shall 
return in that body. What joy there is in con- 
templating this blessed hope. “If it were not 
so 1 would have told you.” 


And the ten days were full of preparation 
for launching into the conquest that shall never 
end until we complete our mission. How long 
we have halted! And why? What ails the 
Church, the Bride of Christ? Has the power 
that was given been exhausted? And is there 
no more supply? How did they get this power? 


May we not do the same? Would it be possible’ 


to get the Church to spend ten days “‘tarrying” 
and in prayer? We used to have days of fasting 
and prayer. But now we see the old-fashioned 
prayer-meeting being abandoned by scores of 
churches. That old prayer-meeting was often 
poorly attended, but it preserved and cultivated 
the spirit of prayer and out of those prayer- 
meetings came that dependable, strong contin- 
gent of Christian men and women who gave 
character to the Church and were the spiritual 
power in the community. Had prayer been 
abandoned in that upper room Pentecost would 
have been a failure. Doubtless some were dis- 
couraged. But they “continued.” We substitute 
some activity or fellowship which gives us a 
sense of happiness, but we have not received 
the power that is promised—and there is no 
substitute for this dunamis of the Holy Spirit. 
Let us face the question “would Pentecost have 
come without the prayers of those ten days?” 
Has there been any change in the promise of 
Christ to “tarry until ye be imbued with 
power?” Obedience to His promise is the only 
way—it is Christ’s way. His way should not be 
considered hard. The hard part in our prayers 
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is repentance that is sincere and complete along 
with confession of sins. God’s hands are not 
shortened .. . “but your iniquities!” We need 
to be made clean. God is not likely to fill an 
unclean vessel. He uses the vessel that is clean 
and near Him. Then the promise will again 
be fulfilled and the Church will put on her 
beautiful garments and sing hallelujahs. Why 
not each church that makes up the whole 
Church come to their knees in contrition and 
importunity for such a day of power to come 
and qualify His faltering Church? 


If we do not know how to pray or what to 
pray for, the Holy Spirit is here and ready to 
“help our infirmities” by interceding for us 
with groanings which cannot be_ uttered?” 
What?! The Holy Spirit unable to express His 
prayers except with “groanings!” What earn- 
estness! Then let us not be discouraged. Trust 
our prayers to Him. He will baptize them with 
the agony of earnestness that will move the very 
throne of mercy. Let us not count the days. 
Let us pray until the answer comes. We give 
days to sports, politics, conventions, travel, vaca- 
tions. ‘““What, could ye not watch with me one 
hour?” Have we not come close to sinning 
against the Holy Ghost—resisting, quenching, 
grieving Him in His gentle approaches? 


“T believe in the Holy Ghost.” 
—C.T.C. 


The Inconsistent Liberal 
By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


The Christian Century, which long ago adopt- 
ed the position that its God and religion are 
not the God and the religion of Fundamental- 
ism, cannot always avoid contradicting itself 
as it Opposes those who believe the Bible. In 
the issue of Feb. 15, 1956, on pages 196-197, 
there is an editorial on the affairs of Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Brooklyn. For some 
time now the acting minister of that church 
has been the Rev. W. H. Melish, widely sus- 
pected of extreme left wing sympathies and 
activities. Lately he was discharged by the ves- 
try and the vestry was supported by the Bishop. 
But a part of the congregation favored Mr. 
Melish, and according to reports has taken pos- 
session of the church building by force. ‘The 
Bishop now seeks redress at law. 


On this situation the Christian Century 
writes, ‘““The legalities will be in order. But 
only the legalities. Shame on all the loveless 
whose strength must be in the law.” 


Compare this editorial with what the Chrts- 
tian Century had to say about the North Rocky 
Mount Baptist church in North Carolina. In 
this instance the majority of the church voted 
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to withdraw from the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention. The minority went to court to obtain 
title to the property. And the courts of North 
Carolina, in defiance of all Baptist principle 
and history, awarded the property to the min- 
ority, ruling that Baptist churches connected 
with a Convention had no right to withdraw. 


Did the Christian Century cry Shame? On 
the contrary, the Christian Century belabored 
the majority and approved of the action that 
kept the local church tied to the Convention. 


Why, we must ask, is it shameful for the 
vestry and the Bishop to go to law in New 
York, while it is commendable for the minority 
in North Carolina to go to law? What is the 
difference between the two cases. Could it be 
that Mr. Melish is radical and that the with- 
drawing Baptists were Bible believers? 


Food for Thought 


By Paul D. Hastings 


The article “Laymen and Clergy at Odds 
on Role of Church in Politics” in the February 
3rd issue of the U. S. News & World Report 
brings into the open an issue which is causing 
an ever widening division between ministers 
and laymen, as the National Council of 
Churches seeks to implement its social, eco- 
nomic, and political theories and programs in 
the various denominations which are members 
of it. 

This division has reached such a serious stage, 
it is imperative at this time that every member 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church, both min- 
isters and laymen, face the issue honestly and 
seek to find God’s will and answer to it. 


Mr. Raymond Moley, in his Associated Press 
news column of February 14, sums the situa- 
tion up very adequately under the heading 
“When Churchmen Talk Politics” as follows: 


“In his capacity as chairman of the now 
dissolved Layman’s Committee of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches of Christ in the 
U. S. A., J. Howard Pew has issued a final 
report comprising more than 300 pages. A 
perusal of this book not only describes the 
long conflict between this committee of lay- 
men and the professional clergy, but raises 
sharply the proper role of the church in the 
public life of the nation. 


“The history of this particular controversy 
covers five years, during which in countless 
meetings and communications, “nd with 
many resolutions and declarations of policy 
on both sides, it became evident that a deep 
ideological fissure had been opened and that 
the professional clergymen had no intention 
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to accede to the interpretation of the coun. 
cil’s role by the laity. 


“In the present instance, the officers and 
executives of the National Council have, as 
in the case of the Federal Council betore 
them, gone on record with all sorts of judg- 
ments on questions upon which there are 
wide differences among the laymen who 
made up the membership of the churches 
which, after all, are the constituent element 
in the National Council. 


“What we have here, apparently, is almost 
precisely what has happened in the field of 
public education. It ts the emergence of a 
professional elite which, after tightly organiz- 
ing itself, has the temerity to speak for great 
masses of people who are unable to speak 
for themselves. It is a careful distillation of 
the NEA elite which ultimately controlled 
the recent White House Conference on Edtu- 
cation and presumed to tell the Congress of 
the United States what to do about matters 
in which the information of the elite itself 
was professedly scanty. The elite, or rather 
those members of the elite who came to the 
surface, were devoted to the federalization of 
schools. 


“In the case of the National Council of 
Churches, the ideology which is_ portrayed 
by the various stands taken on public ques- 
tions is an increasing aggrandizement of gov- 
ernmental power and of the federal govern- 
ment over the states. | 


“The cold fact is that the congregations 
of most of these ministers are just as well 
informed and as capable of understanding 
as is the clergy itself, and within every con- 
gregation there are members who are vastly 
better equipped to deal with matters of public 
policy than the clergyman who presumes to 
speak for them. The issue raised by the Lay 
Committee will not disappear with the dis- 
solution of the group itself. Sooner or later 
the people who support the various churches 
in this country will ask with sharp emphasis 
that the National Council find a new defini- 
tion of ‘the things that are Caesar’s’ and ‘the 
things that are God’s.’ ”’ 


—End of Quote by Mr. Moley— 


Although the constitution of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church strictly forbids our 
church's engaging in secular or political affairs, 
a Division of Christian Relations has been 
established in our church seemingly for the 
purpose of promoting social, economic and 
political theories and programs such as out- 
lined by the National Council of Churches. 
These reports and programs are causing division 
between the ministers and laymen. 
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“Collectivism On The Campus” 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


Battle For 


CoLLECTIVISM ON THE CAMPUS.” 
E. Merrill 


the Mind in American Colleges. 
Root. Devin-Adair Co. $5.00. 


Not since the publication of Whitaker Cham- 
bers’ “Witness” has a volume appeared that 
sets forth so illuminatingly the perils confront- 
ing our American way of life. It should be 


stated at the outset that the author is no ir 


responsible crackpot who enjoys baying at the 
moon. Dr. Root is a graduate of Amherst Col- 
lege where he was a Phi Beta Kappa man. He 
pursued his graduate studies at the University 
of Missouri and Andover Theological Seminary. 
He has served as full professor of English at 
Earlham College since 1930. Dr. Root is well 
known for his volumes on both poetry and 
prose. The author, therefore, is a man of reliable 
background and first class training. He _ has 
given many years to education and believes with 
Plato that it is the mission of education to turn 
the eye of the soul toward light. His criticisms 
of education arise out of a feeling of deep con- 
cern and love. It is with sorrow that he has 
felt compelled to expose the hypnosis of some 
professors and non-intellectual educators who 
have fallen asleep. | 


Karl Marx predicted that before the prole- 
tariat fights out its battles on the barricades, 
it announces the coming of its rule with a series 
of intellectual victories. Conscious of this proph- 
ecvy Dr. Root is mindful of the fact that the 
colleges of America are the battlefield for the 
most crucial war in the modern world—“a war 
never cold, always hot, a war that for centuries 
will determine the shape of things to come.” 
He maintains that the continuance of America’s 
great tradition of liberty and of a freely expand- 
ing society depends upon the outcome. He 
writes, “This war for the mind in the colleges 
is one segment, though a major one, of the wider 
civil war that fissures the modern world. In 
the field of education the issues are most ar- 
ticulately stated, because here the combatants 
are men whose profession is to think and to 


expound.” 


This book answers such questions as, “What, 
specifically, is the war about?”, Who are the 
combatants?”’, “What are the issues?”’, and “What 
is the present status of the opposing forces?” 
The answers to these questions are carefully 
documented and based upon many years of 
critical investigation. The evidence shows that 
the battle for the mind in the American col- 
leges is between two philosophies, two ways of 
life, and two worlds. Dr. Root describes it, 
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“It is a battle between collectivism, that would 
reduce unique persons to efficient functions of 
a dominant mass; and individualism, that would 
exalt the status of the persons who freely con- 
stitute it. It is a conflict between state liberal- 
ism and classic liberalism.” 


Collectivism in this volume is defined as 
the socialist principle of control by the people 
collectively, or the state, of all means of pro- 
duction or economic activity. The author 1s 
convinced that collectivism is bound to mean 
control over intellectual functions of society 
also, since those who stress economics tend to 
believe that economic determinism controls 
other aspects of human life, as philosophy and 
art. In opposition to collectivism the author 
defines individualism as the liberty, rights, or 
independent action of the individual. 


With a true scholarly insight Dr. Root rec- 
ognizes the importance of clear-cut definitions. 
He defines fascism as the collectivist right— 
aun intense, narrow form of collectivism, mak- 
ing the national state the end and _ arbiter. 
Communism is defined as the collectivist left 
an intense, wide form of collectivism, where 
the state is coincident with the world. Fabian 
socialism is described as the collectivist center 
—the least intense form of collectivism, seeking 
first national-social control and then world col- 
lectivism, through parliamentary politics and 
intellectual propaganda. 


The author learned from his studies that 
these three collectivisms differ in mood and 
means, but they are the same in purpose: a 
subjection of the individual’s interests and life 
to the community. Contemporary “liberalism,” 
he affirms, is the ally of collectivism and a 
form of Fabian socialism. This view, he believes, 
is the result of sloppy thinking. 


A sane plea is made in this volume for true 
conservatism which means a preserving or con- 
serving of the timeless values. The author in- 
sists that conservative individualism has a legiti- 
mate voice but it is becoming increasingly dif- 
ficult for it to be heard on American campuses. 


Dr. Root agrees with Whittaker Chambers 
that God is a major issue in the battle for the 
mind in the world of today. The Communist 
sees man without God. The Christian con- 
servative must see God and Man’s relationship 
to God. These truths must be brought before 
the forum of the American people in all dis- 
cussion between collectivism and individualism. 
The author does not deny collectivism the right 
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to be heard but he insists that the conservative 
viewpoint should be expressed as freely and 
proportionately on the American campus. The 
tragic fact is that it is being suppressed. 


Dr. Root agrees with George Orwell that 
much of left-wing thought is a kind of playing 
with fire by people who don’t even know that 
fire is hot. Since freedom is such a precious 
thing those who enjoy it must be on guard 
not to be led astray by plausible theories origin- 
ating in socialistic ivory towers. 


“Unlocking the Inner Door’ is a revealing 
chapter on the infiltration of Communists into 
American colleges and universities. During the 
1930s and even the 1940s, says Dr. Root, a 
Communist cell existed among teachers, grad- 
uate students, and fellows at Harvard Uni- 
versity. This was clearly brought out in hear- 
ings held on February 25-27, 1953, by unim- 
peachable witnesses. Three ex-Communist pro- 
fessors, cooperating wholeheartedly with the 
Committee, told of their own former member- 
ship in the cell, and of the membership of 
others who still would not cooperate with the 
investigators. Dr. Root remarks, “When Com- 
munist infiltration has once succeeded in plant- 
ing a single cell in any college, it is difficult 
to remove it and to eliminate its influence.” 
He continues, “Communists never deplore a 
short-term defeat if it leads to a long-term 
Victory . Singleness of mind and _ intensity 
of will, not numbers, make Communists influ- 
ential in American colleges. A small minority 
of Communists have been able to ‘condition’ 
the large majority of non-Communists. ; 
The Communists have the clearest vision of 
what collectivism is, and the most intense devo- 
tion to the single goal. They, as Whittaker 
Chambers says, are a new thing among our 
torpid generations: men who are willing to die 
for their faith. They can be conquered only 
by those who are willing to die for a greater 
faith. ‘The Communists know that edu- 
cation is the master key to that inner door. 
If they can infiltrate our schools, they will un- 
lock the inner door of our culture. . . . Opera- 
tion Education—the plan of infiltration—be- 
came the fact of infiltration. The Communists 
invaded education through the fronts which 
Comrade Frank upheld as primary means of 
invasion. . . . “Communists slipped through the 
inner door, one by one, group by group, pro- 
fessor by professor, idea by idea, until they were 
established where, in spite of all counter-attack, 
their influence remains.’”’ Most Americans do 
not know that a magazine called “The Harvard 
Communist” was published for the better part 
of four years by the Harvard branch of the 
Young Communist League. This was cited by 
Comrade Frank as a Party front; and was di- 
rectly sponsored by the Communist Party of 
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America ... In the issue of Spring, 1938, we 
are told that “The Harvard Communist” set 
forth such propaganda as “Soviet Russia. . . 
is governed by the most democratic constitution 
that the world has ever seen.”” Dr. Root points 
out that on the international front “The Har- 
vard Communist” followed the party line slav- 
ishly. The editors were scornful of America 
First, but acclamatory of Russia First. 


The author studied during the late 1940s 
and the early 1950s the posters that were made 
and exhibited at the University of Chicago. 
Dr. Root says that, ‘““To discover the presence 
of outright Communist groups in colleges, we 
have only to study the public posters put up 
by various groups that advocate the causes most 
popular there. Posters are the weathervanes 
which show the direction in which the wind 
blows. Posters do not lie. They reveal the 
interests of students, the forces dominant in 
college life, the moods that rule.” The net 
result of the study of posters at the University 
of Chicago is stated in these words: “There 
was not one poster advertising an organization 
of militant individualists such as Students for 
America. On the other hand, scores of posters 
advocated collectivism and sympathy with Com- 
munism. The collectivists of the Left have, 
by the evidence of the posters, a monopoly. 
These posters are not unofficial invasions of 
university space. They all have official sanction 
of the University. Each has stamped on it 
INFORMATION OFFICE—APPROVED. The 
posters have to be so stamped before they can 
be placed. Thus, no matter how extreme their 
advocacy of the collectivists Left, they are of- 
ficially sanctioned by the office of the Univer- 
sity having to do with such permissions.” 


In the chapter dealing with the witness 
of ex-Communist Professor Robert Gorham 
Davis in his testimony of February 25th, 
1953, we find his reasons for joining the Com- 
munist Party. He said that many have joined 
the Communist Party to find somewhere a cer- 
tainty which they did not seem to find in the 
intellectual and spiritual world of their time. 
He believes that this desire for certainty made 
the iron dogmatism of Communism in itself 
a relief from the flabby liberalism that gave 
no final answers. This should cause church 
leaders who have low-rated dogmatic Christian- 
itv to do some serious soul-searching. 


The reading of this book will convince any 
open-minded person that Communism is serious 
business. Dr. Root tells us that it is made up 
of men with a strong devotion to the cause 
and who are brave enough to die for it if they 
must and who will make others live by it if they 
can. 


Thus, the battle for the mind in American 
colleges goes on. The author comes to the con- 
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clusion that in the battle a large aggressive 
minority of the collectivist left has cowed the 
small majority, Laodicean and passive of the 
middle-of-the-road professors, and has almost an- 
nihilated the small minority of radical con- 
servative professors. 


Earnest people will want to know what can 
ve done to remedy this situation. Dr. Root 
does not ignore this phase of the subject. He 
says that the college trustees need a change of 
heart. At present, most college trustees evade 
their responsibility. Alumni, he points out, 
must have a part to play in determining college 
policies and should be active in exposing the 
dangers of collectivism. Most of all, the parents 
should be concerned and exercise their influ- 
ence. Dr. Root says too many professors are 
saying: “Parents be damned!’ “Education, as 
they see it, is something to be imposed by an 
academic elite upon a public that is meekly 
to accept anything done in the name of ‘educa- 
tion’ . Since parents pay the bills and 
furnish the children they should be more active 
in investigating the contents of the education 
that their children are receiving.” 


The findings in this book should be widely 
disseminated throughout America. The issues 
set forth affect more than the economic struc- 
ture of our country. Our entire American cul- 
ture has a stake in these matters brought out 
into the open by Dr. Root. The readers of the 
Southern Presbyterian Journal can help to win 
the battle for the mind by promoting a circula- 
tion of this forth-right book. 


|} — LETTERS — 


lo the Editor: 


Your editorial, “The New Intermediary” 
shows a healthy insight into the infected theo- 
logical world of our day. Keep up the fine work. 


Minister - New Jersey 


GERMANTOWN, PHILADELPHIA 44, PA. 


Gentlemen: 


Enclosed you will please find one dollar for 
extra copies of Dr. Bell’s article, ““A New Inter- 
mediary.” I hope it will be printed in tract 
form. If it is not, may I trouble you to 
send me extra copies of the Journal containing 
this article? I think it is excellent. 


Sincerely yours, 
Frederick Erdman 
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(From New Testament Evangelism, 


by Wade C. Smith) 


Lesson No. 128— 


Every CHRISTIAN CAN BE A Sout WINNER 


Every lesson in ANGLERS is designed to 
be an appeal to the individual, rather than to 
the mass of Christian workers. One principal 
reason why the Church has failed to get the 
Gospel to the whole world in nearly 2,000 years 
is that the rule has been to treat the matter in 
the mass. A carload of matches would never 
serve its purpose except as each match is struck 
individually. The Gospel of Jesus is not only 
for individual application in infinite variety, 
but also for individual presentation in equally 
infinite variety. It is in the divine scheme that 
every holder of the light shall be a dispenser of 
the light. And here is where all human calcu- 
lations upset. The most costly and most price- 
less boon to mankind can be conveyed by the 
clumsiest means, if that means be a surrendered 
will. ‘The paramount condition of soul winning 
is the yielding of the will of the would-be soul 
winner to Christ. No matter how handicapped 
by lack of physical strength, beauty or wealth; 
no matter how uncultured or insignificant— 
socially or otherwise—the heart that wants to 
win others to Jesus and is willing to do it in 
His way, may be the channel of divine grace 
bringing rebellious souls to a saving knowledge 
of the Truth, and to the feet of Jesus. 


Every Christian can be a successful personal 
worker, but of one thing be assured: the life 
must be consistent with the testimony. This mat- 
ter of soul winning is not to be lightly assumed. 
It is, in its possibilities, both for good and evil, 
the most serious thing you ever tried to do. 
Immeasurable damage has been done by Gospel 
workers who failed to live consistently with their 
testimony. You cannot expect God to bless your 
efforts to win souls when you are breaking the 
Sabbath Day and engaging in things clearly for- 
bidden. One cannot live a life of worldliness 
even a small part of the time without the loss 
of effectiveness in Christian service, if not, in- 
deed, suffering a total failure. We must present 
Jesus as altogether sufficient to satisfy our every 
spiritual craving. If our “prospect’’ sees us seek- 
ing satisfaction in practices or indulgences con- 
trary to the spirit and letter of our Lord’s re- 
vealed will, our most painstaking efforts will 
fall to the ground. We will have done more 
harm than good. 


Yes, every Christian can do successful per- 
sonal work, but it must be done with clean 
hands. 


PAGE 9 


we § 
tion 

ar- 

lav. | 
rica 

40s 
ade 

gO. 
nce | 

we 

up 

OSt 

es 

nd 

he 

in 

et 
ity 
re 

on 

or 

e, 

y: 

of 
yn | 
it 

e 

n 
ir 
yf - 

n 

d 

| 

- 

) 
| 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR MARCH 11 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Ie esus TL; nterprets iStory 


Background Scripture: Luke 17:20, 21; Luke 21:5-38 


Devotional Reading: Romans 8:28-39 


“Jesus Interprets History” because, as the Son of God, He has infinite wisdom, and knows, not 
only past history, but future history, and the meaning of all history. What He said at the ‘Temple 
and later on Mount Olivet, (called the Olivet Discourse), was future history when it was spoken. 
It was what is commonly called “Prophecy”; but all prophecy is not foretelling future events, 
but is simply, “speaking for God.” Jesus can interpret history because He is the ‘‘Key to History,” 


since all history centers in Him. There is a 
most interesting passage in Revelation, chapter 
5, where a “Book” with seven seals is seen, and 
the question is asked, Who is able to open the 
book, and loose the seals thereof? “And no man 
in heaven, or in the earth, neither under the 
earth, was able to open the book, neither to 
look thereon . . . And one of the elders saith 
unto me, Weep not: Behold the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath pre- 
vailed to open the book, and to loose the seven 
seals thereof.” It is usually thought, I believe, 
that this “Book” is the “Book of History,” and 
that only by the Lord Jesus Christ, and through 
Him can this book be explained and interpreted. 
In this selection from Luke and the parallel 
passages from Matthew and Mark, which are 
usually called ““The Olivet Discourse,’ because 
when Jesus left the Temple, “As He sat upon 
the Mount of Olives, the disciples came unto 
Him privately, saying, tell us, when shall these 
things be’’? 


Our Devotional Reading is the latter part of 
Romans, chapter eight, so dear to the hearts of 
Christian people. History is not just “chance”, 
or a conglomeration of unrelated events, with 
no Controlling Thought or Power behind them; 
it is “His Story.” God has a plan for the world, 
and for His elect, and “we know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to His pur- 
pose.”” No matter what takes place in history, or 
what trials we may have to endure, nothing can 
separate us from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” ‘This is but an enlarge- 
ment of what Jesus says in Luke, “But there shall 
not an hair of your head perish.” God will 
take care of us. 


In studying our lesson from Luke it would 
be most helpful to read and compare the parallel 
accounts in Matthew and Mark, and also the 
visions of Daniel and of John on Patmos. There 
is a close connection between all these. 
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I. General Survey: 5-11. 


As some of them spoke to Him about the 
Temple, calling attention to its beauty and 
strength, He warned them that this building 
would be completely destroyed, not one stone 
being left upon another. They asked Him, Mas- 
ter, but when shall these things be? Comparing 
Luke’s account with Matthew’s, we find that 
the disciples were the ones that asked the ques- 
tion, and it had two parts; (1) When shall 
these things be?, and, (2) What shall be the 
sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the 
world? They were now come to the Mount of 
Olives and the disciples asked Him to explain 
more fully what He had said at the Temple. 


Verses 5-1] contain a general description of 
coming history. It would be a time of many 
false Christs; a time of wars and commotion 
among the nations; a time of earthquakes, 
famines, pestilences, and fearful sights from 
heaven. We can look back and see how com- 
pletely this prophecy has been fulfilled. The 
only part left is about the “great signs” from 
heaven. This is referred to again in verse 25 
and seems to point to the time immediately 
preceding His appearing. Our war-torn, weary, 
distracted, and suffering world is a witness to 
the truth of Jesus’ words, as He unfolds the 
future history of the world. 


II. The Persecution of the Disciples and_ the 
Destruction of Jerusalem: 12-24. 


This section begins with the words, “But be- 
fore all these’; i.e., before the things mentioned 
in verse 1], the earthquakes, etc., and refer 
to the immediate future which was to be a 


trying time for the Christians. They shall lay 


their hands on vou and persecute you. Verses 
l4 and 15 have been strangely taken by some 
to mean that we need not prepare our messages 
to the people, or study beforehand what we 
Shall preach about. He was not talking of 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


ay 


preaching at all, but of the wisdom that they 
should need to answer their persecutors when 
brought to trial. We see a sample of that wis- 
dom in the answer of Peter and John in Acts 
1:1-13. Verse 13 says, ““Now when they saw the 
boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that 
they were unlearned and ignorant men, (had 
never been to college, we would say) , they mar- 
veled.” Again, in verses 19 and 20, we have 
the answer of these men: ‘Whether it be right 
in the sight of God to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but 
speak the things which we have seen and heard.” 

“They let them go, finding nothing how they 
might punish them, because of the people.” 


We see this again in the defense of Paul when 


he was brought before the Council, and before 
Felix, Festus, and Agrippa. He was given wis- 
dom to defend himself in such a skillful way 
that Agrippa said he could have been turned 
loose if he had not appealed unto Caesar. ‘The 
promise of Christ, “I will give you a mouth 
and wisdom,’ was kept when these early dis- 
ciples were brought before their persecutors. 
He tells them very plainly that they would be 
hated of all men, but He also promised that 
they should be protected, and urges them to 
patience. 


He proceeds from this subject to the Destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem. He had wept over the city 
and predicted her doom, as we have seen in 
another lesson. Now He tells them more about 
these terrible days, “days of vengeance,” when 
the judgment of God descends upon the Holy 
City which had rejected and crucified her Mes- 
siah. Josephus gives the harrowing details of 
the siege and destruction of the city by Titus 
in A.D. 40. He says that there was not wood 
enough to furnish the crosses upon which to 
crucify the Jews. 


He says further that they would be led away 
captive and “Jerusalem shall be trodden down 
of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled.” This one prophecy is sufficient 
to prove the Inspiration and Accuracy of the 
Bible and also the Deity of our Lord, as He 
declares the future of Jerusalem and the Jewish 
nation, and the uprising of the Gentiles. One 
look at Palestine today, and a bit of reading of 
past history will make us see the supernatural 
wisdom of Christ, the only One Who can “open 
the Book” and loose the seals, and show us the 
things to come. 


WI. The Second Coming: “And they shall see 
the Son of Man coming” : 25-33. 


‘He is coming, He is coming, 
Not as once He came before, 
Wailing infant born in weakness 
On a lowly stable floor; 
But upon His cloud of glory, 
In the crimson-tinted sky, 
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Where we see the golden sunrise 
In the rosy distance lie.” 


All who read and believe the Bible know 
that His Coming is certain. We may disagree 
as to the order, and details, but the Fact is 
so clearly revealed that all can see it. For 
further details read the accounts in Matthew 
and Mark, the prophecies of Daniel, and the 
whole book of Revelation. We will look at 
some of the things that Luke tells us. There 
will be “signs in the sun and in the moon and 
in the stars, and upon earth distress of nations 
with perplexity. Some of these, “the distress 
of nations with perplexity” are upon us now. 
Men’s hearts are failing them for fear. This 
is a good description of how our leaders feel 
about the A-Bomb, and the H-Bomb, and the 
other inventions of our age. It looks as though 
His Coming may be very near, does it not? 


Jesus gives one of His parables to illustrate 
this very point. It is a simple parable from 
nature : the fig tree, and all the trees. When 
they shoot forth we know that Summer is 
near. So, likewise, when we see these things 
come to pass, we may be sure that the time 
is near. 


Verse 32 is somewhat puzzling: ‘This genera- 
tion shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled.” 
I believe that the most natural interpretation 
would be that “this generation” refers to the 
generation that will witness all these “signs”. 
Bishop Ryle, as I remember, thinks that it refers 
to the Jewish nation. He solemnly attests what 
He has just said by saying: “Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but my words shall not pass 
away.” Let us beware of trying to explain away 
the fact of His Second Coming. 


IV. Some Solemn Warnings and Exhoviatas 
34-38. 


Facts like those given above call to us to 
‘take heed.’ The Coming of Christ, the Judg- 
ment, and the End of the Age, are tremendous 
Facts: let us indeed “take heed.” Take heed 
to ourselves that we be not careless in our living. 
It is easy to get mixed up in the distractions 
and excesses of this sinful world that the Day 
will come upon us unawares. Remember the 
days of Noah and Lot! Watch and pray. There’s 
a Great Day Coming! Are we ready tor that 
Day to come? 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern As- 
sociation College and Secondary Schools En- 
dowed. Christian emphasis. A.A. and A.S. 
degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. 
Personal attention. Scientific tests. Athletics. 
Two-year business course. Preparatory depart- 
ment with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. Mod- 
erate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Summer School 
begins June 9, 1956. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 11 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Christian Symbolism 


Hymn: “Jesus, Thou Joy Of Loving Hearts” 
Prayer 

Scripture: Psalm 147 

Hymn: “In The Cross Of Christ I Glory” 
Offering 


Hymn: “The Head That Once Was Crowned 
With Thorns” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


A symbol may be defined as that which rep- 
resents or suggests something else. It may also 
be defined as a visible sign of that which is 
invisible, such as an idea. According to these 
definitions a word is a symbol because it repre- 
sents something else. Ordinarily, however, when 
we speak of symbolism, we are referring to 
objects rather than words. The symbols of 
Christian symbolism are those material objects 
and designs which remind us of ideas and 
events which are important to Christianity. The 
cross reminds us of Christ’s death for our sins. 
Three interlaced triangles represent the Trinity. 
To a person who has never given much thought 
to symbolism, it is surprising how many Chris- 
tian symbols there are. Our speakers will tell 
us why these symbols came to be used and will 
suggest their sphere of usefulness for our times. 


First SPEAKER: 


Probably the most important reason for the 
development of Christian symbolism was due 
to its value for instructive purposes. In the early 
vears of the Christian church the production of 
books was tedious and expensive. Even if books 
had been plentiful, there were very few people 
who could have read them. Since Christianity 
thrives on instruction, some practical way had 
to be devised for teaching the common people 
the great spiritual truths of the Scriptures. 
Symbolism seemed to be the answer. The sym- 
bolism of pictures is far more simple than the 
symbolism of words, so Christian teachers es- 
tablished a set of simple picture symbols for 
use in teaching illiterate people the things of 
Christ. 


In this age of economical printing and wide- 
spread literacy we can learn from books and 
do not have to be taught by symbols. The sym- 
-bols can still serve the purpose of reminding 
us of the spiritual truths which they originally 
represented. Many churches have some symbols 


in their stained glass windows. They are of no — 
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real value unless the people know what they 
mean. (If you have some of these symbols in 
vour church, ask someone to explain them to 
your group. If you do not have them in your 
church, ask someone to describe those which 
are most frequently used and to explain what 
they mean.) 


SECOND SPEAKER: 


Another use of symbolism is for the purpose 
of witnessing. In the early church those who 
spoke openly of their faith were cruelly perse- 
cuted, but by use of symbols they could bear 
witness to their belief without giving themselves 
away to the Roman authorities. One of the 
signs which was used in this way was the cross. 
Another was the sign of the fish. In the Greek 
language the first letters of the following words 
spell “‘fish”, “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour.” 
In those days whenever a man made the sign 
of the fish he was professing to believe in Jesus 
Christ as the Son of God and as his Saviour. 


We are not compelled by persecution to 
witness by means of symbolism, but we can still 
make use of Christian symbols to show that 
we are believers in Christ. A Christian chaplain 
in military service wears a cross as a part of 
his insignia to show that he is a Christian. When 
any of us wears a cross on his clothing, he 1s 
bearing witness to his faith in Christ. There 
is a kind of symbolism about the architecture 
of our churches. Their appearance is different 
from that of other buildings to show that they 
are set apart for the worship and service of 
God. There ought always to be something dis- 
tinctive about the appearance of a church so 
that those who see it will know immediately 
that it is God’s house. 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 


Another use of symbolism is to be found in 
worship. The early Christians used certain sym- 
bols in their worship, and we use the same 
ones. The use of these symbols is commanded 
by Christ in the Scriptures. We refer, of course, 
to the water used in the sacrament of Baptism 
and to the bread and wine used in the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper. These are outward 
material elements which serve as signs of an 
inward spiritual grace. If we do not understand 
and observe the symbolism of the sacraments, 
we are failing to keep Christ’s commandments 
to us. | 
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We should be careful to notice that these 
symbols are the only ones which Christ has 
commanded us to use in our worship. As time 
went on the Christians of the early church 
began to use the symbols which were designed 
for witness and instruction in their services of 
worship. At first they were used as atds to 
worship, but later they became objects of wor- 
ship. This was in direct contradiction to the 
commandment of God Who said, “Thou shalt 
not make unto thee any graven image, or any 
likeness of anything . . . thou shalt not bow 
down thyself to them nor serve them... ” 
Jesus said, “God is a Spirit; and they that wor- 
ship Him must worship Him in spirit and in 
truth.” God is a Spirit and He must be wor- 
shipped spiritually. We must be very careful 
that we never let the use of symbols interfere 
with the spiritual nature of our worship of God. 
In the early church symbols were very valuable 
in their place, but used out of their place they 
became a means of grievous sin. 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 


By C. C. Baker 
Sunday, March 4, Mark 12:41-44. Upon His 
entrance into Jerusalem, Jesus dramatically 


made known His presence by assuming author- 
itv in the temple and teaching within its pre- 
cincts (11:15-17). This was an act which only 
God’s Messiah would commit - hence the bitter 
opposition (11:18) and questioning of the re- 
ligious leaders (11:27-28). Observe their futile 


efforts to trap Jesus (11:28-12:27). What im- 


pact did His answers have on them (12:12,17, 
28)? on the crowds (12:37)? What impression 
did Jesus make upon one inquiring scribe 
(12:29-33) 2 How do the actions of most of the 
Scribes (vv.38-40) stand in contrast to Jesus’ 
summary of the Law (vv.29-31)? How are the 
actions of the widow in harmony with it (vv.41- 
44)? Are your religious practices in accord with 
the authoritative teachings of Jesus, or are you 
following man-made standards, as did_ the 
Scribes? 


Monday, March 5, Acts 5:27-42. Observe the 
irresistible advance of the Gospel. What steps 
did the Pharisees and Sadducees take to stop 
the apostles’ preaching (vv.17,18,27-28,33,40) ? 
What forces tended to temper the success of this 
opposition (vv.19,26,34-39) ? Notice the obedi- 
ence of the apostles to the voice of the Lord 
(vv.19-21). Would you have waited until a 
less dangerous time to preach (vv.17-18,21-26) ? 
What charge was made against the disciples 
(vv.27-28) ? How would your answer have com- 
pared to the bold response given to the high 
priest in vv.29-32? Notice the disciples’ zeal 
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Presbyterian U. S. Series 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 


Sunday, March 4 


TOPIC: 
“Christ and Our 
Business Life’’ 
Speaker: 

Dr. David L. Stitt 


Consult Local Station 
for Time 


Write for Copies 
of Messages 


Division of Radio and Television, Atlanta, Ga. 


(v.42) and their behavior under physical per- 
secution (vv.40-41). Acts 4:31 accounts for the 
secret of these men. How rapidly is the gospel 
advancing through the life of your church? What 
lack exists in your life that might keep you 
from contributing to an irresistible spiritual 
advance for Christ today? 


Tuesday, March 6, Acts 9:32-35. The Gospel 
continues its irresistible advance as it breaks out 
into the Gentile world. Philip preaches to the 
Samaritans (8:4-8) and to an_ Ethiopian 
(8:26-40). Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, is 
converted (chapter 9). Through Peter whole 
villages around Jerusalem are turned to the 
Lord (9:32-43). What facts given in 9:31 account 
for the successful advance of the church? The 
“fear” of the Lord (v.31) means a “reverential 
awe” of Him. What is it about the incidents 
in vv.32-35 and 36-42 that would put this rev- 
erential awe in the hearts of non-believers? 
Notice the results of these incidents (vv.35,42) . 
What must the ‘comfort of the Holy Spirit” — 
(v.31b) have meant to a persecuted church? Is 
your concept of the advancing church expressed 
only in terms of organization, money and equip- 
ment or are your eyes focused on the Lord and 
vour walk with Him in the power of the Holy 


Spirit (v.31) ? 


Wednesday, March 7, Acts 8:26-40. Philip 
was one of the deacons chosen in 6:2-6. How 
is he characterized (6:3)? Observe the success 
of Philip’s preaching in Samaria (8:4-8,12-13). 
How open did the people seem to be (8:6-8,12) ? 
Now God calls Philip to leave this fruitful 
field for a desert road (v.26). Would you have 
been obedient to the Lord’s direction even 
though it seemed illogical? What was its pur- 
pose (vv.27-30)? Would you have hesitated 
about approaching a stranger about spiritual 
things (vv.29-30)? Notice the seeking on the 
part of the eunuch: his visiting Jerusalem — 
(v.27b) , his reading and inquiring about Isaiah 
53 (vv.30-35), his desire to be baptized (v.37). 
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What makes you think the Lord timed _ this 
meeting? This passage provides a good study 
of how the Lord can lead a Christian who will 
obey Him implicitly to those whose hearts are 
open to the Gospel. 


Thursday, March 8, Matthew 9:9-13. Read 
through chapters 8-9 and notice who responded 
to Christ and who did not. What did the leper 
(8:1-4), the Gentile centurion (8:5-13), the 
friends of the paralytic (9:1-2), the ruler 
(9:18-26), and the blind man (9:27-29) have 
in common? Notice particularly 8:10; 9:2,22,29. 
What do you think was the motivating factor 
that drew them to Christ? What do you think 
was the motivating factor that drew the sinners 
and tax collectors to Jesus (9:9-10) ? What light 
might 9:12-13,35-36 throw on the fact that both 
the physically and spiritually afflicted were at- 
tracted to Him? Should one normally expect 
that the religious leaders should be _ Jesus’ 
strongest supporters (9:3,11,34)? What was 
lacking in them that was characteristic of the 
others? When you read the words of 9:12-13,36, 
do you feel that you are among the needy, or 
do you feel more of the self-sufficiency and self- 
righteousness of the Pharisee? 


Friday, March 9, Mark 5:1-8. Attempt to place 
yourself in the shoes of Legion as he lived among 
the tombs (vv.1-5). It is hard to explain demon 
possession, but the New ‘Testament accounts 


show it to be a very real thing. What must the 


sight of Jesus have aroused within Legion's 
soul (v.6)? What did Jesus do for him (vv.13, 
15)? Was his consequent reaction a natural 
one (v.18)? How was Jesus’ suggestion superior 
to his own (v.19) ? Notice how Legion responded 
(v.20). Since Christ has come into your life 
and cleansed your soul of sin, has your desire 
been to live in close fellowship with Him 
(v.18) ? Have you made the effort to share with 
others the wonderful news of your salvation 
(v.19) ? Observe that Jesus did not force Him- 
self upon the herdsmen (vv.17-18a). We are 
compelled to share the good news of our Savior, 
but we can force Him on no one. 


Saturday, March 10, John 4:16-30. How does 
Jesus make His approach to the Woman of 
Samaria (vv.6-7)? How did this request help 
break down the barrier that must have existed 
between them (v.9) ? How does Jesus in vv.10-15 
begin to stir up within the woman a desire for 
something beyond her present life of sin (v.18) ? 
How is the conversation of vv.10-15 related to 
the original request of Jesus in vv.7,9? The con- 
versation of a Christian should be able to flow 
naturally from the secular to the spiritual. Ob- 
serve the tactful way in vv.16-19 in which Jesus 
caused her to face her sin. Could she have be- 
come a follower of His if she had not turned 
from her sin? Suppose Jesus had denounced 
her? Notice the very positive and beautiful 
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way in which Jesus made very clear and simple 
the heart of the gospel (vv.13-14). Are you 
sensitive to the many ways in which you can 
witness for Christ through your daily contacts 


(vv.5-6) 2 


Women’s Work 


Fellowship in the Quiet Hour 


The madder the whirl of life about us gets, 
the more necessary and beneficial are our quiet 
times of contemplation, meditation and prayer. 
The inner man must be strengthened and for- 
tified repeatedly to have the patience, under- 
standing, and courage to cope with the frustra- 
tions and emergencies that come to every one 
of us every day. 


A time apart is essential, enriching, reward- 
ing in many ways, but could our quiet hours 
be even more meaningful and helpful to us? 
With the hurry in which we live pressing us 
to make time count for the most, do we even 
utilize to the fullest possibility our quiet hours? 
Are we cognizant and appreciative of the pos- 
sibilities of fellowship that can be ours at these 
times? | 


Of course, when we commune with God the 
possibilities of our fellowship with Him are 
limited only by our own lack of readiness to 
receive His fellowship. Opening our hearts to 
a growing perception of God’s love and power 
means an increasingly richer fellowship with 
our Creator. 


Are we not limiting ourselves further when 
we do not take advantage of the fellowship we 
might feel, and should feel, at these times with 
fellow Christians everywhere? The recognition 
of this fellowship helps us to feel a strong bond 
between ourselves and other Christians, helps 
strengthen world-wide Christian — relationship, 
helps make us “one in Christ.” 


Strength comes from unity. The more real 
we can make the bond between ourselves and 
all other Christians, the nearer we come to the 
dream of Jesus for His body, the Church. Tak- 
ing other Christians to the Throne of Grace 
in our prayers helps to strengthen our fellow- 
ship with them. 


Not only can we feel and appreciate a fel- 
lowship with all contemporary Christians every- 
where in our quiet times, but do we make 
the most of the possibilities of enjoying fellow- 
ship with men of God across the ages? The 
saints of all times can become companions and 
mentors to us if we but will it so, and make 
them real enough forces in our lives. 
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How limitless the possibilities for enrichment 
of our lives are the friendship and benefits of 
fellowship with some of the great souls who 
guided God's chosen people years before Christ 
lived on earth! Four thousand years slip away 
when we share with Sarah and Abraham some of 
the temptations and triumphs of faith that 
came to them as the first family of whom we 
have a detailed record. What a vital, explosive, 
dynamic friend Amos can become as we have 
fellowship with some of God’s prophets seven 
and eight hundred years before Christ! 


And then how close we can feel to our Lord 
if we have fellowship with His contemporaries 
and some of the great Christians of the first 
centuries! What a rare privilege indeed is fel- 
lowship with the great apostle, Paul! On down 
through the years can the men of God become 
real forces in our own lives if we but feel the 
fellowship with them that is possible through 
study, meditation, prayer. 


Are we making the most of the wonderful 
possibilities of fellowship that we can have in 
the quiet hour? 


—Mrs. John Wellford 
Memphis, ‘Tennessee 


Christian Family Week — Theme: GOD IN 
THE HOME—PEACE IN THE WORLD. 


Christian Family Week will be observed by 
churches and families throughout the church on 
May 6-13, 1956. The theme for this year’s cele- 
bration is “God in the Home — Peace in the 


World.” 


The presence of God in our homes will make 
our families more like him. Christian families are 
dedicated to making their homes more worthy of 
the presence of God by expressing their devotion 
to Him and seeking to follow His will for their 
lives. As we acknowledge God’s presence in our 
home and seek to live in His presence day by day, 
His peace will come into our family life. 


Christian Family Week provides an opportunity 
for the church to help families to realize the pres- 
ence of God in their homes and to evaluate their 
lives to see if they really are experiencing the trans- 
forming presence of God in their family. 


One Minute Messages on Stewardship 


“The women of the Presbyterian Church U.S., 
have a great task to do—the most glorious task 
ever given to Man, Woman, or Child. It is 
the art of introducing men, women, and _ chil- 
dren to Jesus Christ.” ‘Two things are necessary: 

1. Coming to Christ ourselves and drinking 
so deeply of Him that we shall know that we 
have in Him something that no one dare live 
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without.” “Whosoever drinketh of the water 
that I shall give him shall never thirst.” 


Lingering in His Presence until we can say 
with ‘Tennyson— 


“Speak to Him thou for He hears, and 
Spirit with Spirit can meet— 
Closer is He than breathing and 
Nearer than hands and feet.” 


Waiting in His Presence until we experience 
what He meant when He said, “I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might have 
it more abundantly” And then, 


2. Going out and sharing with those who 
cross our daily path this life-giving experience.” 

Christ would not command us to Go without 
fully equipping us. He said “Follow me. I will 
make you to become Fishers of Men.” 


Will you say, 


“Lord, lay some soul upon my heart 
And love that soul through me, 
And may I nobly do my part 
To win that soul to Thee.” 


—From Our Up-to-the-Minute Task - Evange- 
lism, by Mrs. Donald Richardson. 


WHY IMITATE THE OSTRICH? 


From “UNDER THE STUDY LAMP” 
By Rev. Wm. Crowe, Sr., D.D. 


“T was afraid and went and hid thy talent in the 
earth; lo, there thou hast that is thine.” 


Matthew 25:25 


Let’s get this straight at the outset. The quo- 
tation is from a parable—not actual history, just 
pure fiction. But it could have happened, and 
Jesus told the story in order to reveal human nature 
in the raw. ‘The one-talented man is found in 
every church in Christendom today. 


“T was afraid.””’ Not a word of truth in it. Had 
he been afraid he would not have talked as he did 
to the man who entrusted him with the money. 
Practically all so-called slaves in the Roman Empire 
were prisoners of war—intelligent, able men. That 
man was doubtless more competent as a_ business 
man than was his master. Even one talent was 
not a pittance. It was worth about $2,000.00 in 
what is now our American currency. 


“Went and hid thy talent.” He was trying to 
do more than that. Under the pretext of inability, 
he was merely trying to hide himself; and like the 
ostrich sticking his head in the sand, the rascal 
had left his real self exposed. 


What does it all mean? It means simply that 
God has entrusted every professed believer with 
gifts of supreme value, which He has a right to 
expect to be used. But the excuses! We try to 
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make them to appear to be valid, but God knows 
they are not. 


“T was afraid.” I was timid, I was too busy, 
or too poor, or too this or that. A literal transla- 
tion of that well-known sentence in Galatians 1s, 
“Be not deceived; God is not to be scoffed at: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” 
To put it rather bluntly, however astute a man 
may think he is, he cannot fool God. 


Again, God does not measure a man’s worth 
by his success, but by his faithfulness. “Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant.”’ Jesus meant just 
that when he contrasted the poor widow giving 
two mites with those who were giving larger sums 
simply for display purposes. It is the motive, not 
the amount that God approves. 


Nobody need be afraid if he is using his time 
and his heart’s love as well as his material pos- 
sessions consistently with his profession of trust 
in the Lord. The question for every church mem- 
ber to ask himself is, ‘How much do I care for 
Him who has entrusted me with any ability what- 
ever?” Otherwise his conduct will be a tacit insult 
to his Creator. 


Mrs. Alicia Hardin of West Pembroke, 
Maine, has been asked to serve as student as- 
sistant to Miss Josephine Newbury, who will 
conduct the Laboratory Kindergarten at the 
General Assembly’s Training School. 


Mrs. Hardin, at present a second-year student 
at the Training School, will spend the summer 
and fall in further study, looking toward be- 
ginning her work with Miss Newbury early 
in 1957 when the demonstration kindergarten 
will open in a building to be erected on the 
campus of the Assembly’s Training School. 


The kindergarten program calls for the en- 
rollment of twenty-five children of pre-school 
age, and provides opportunities for student 
teaching, and for a limited number of observers 
in a special observation booth equipped with 
one-way vision glass. 


Opposed to Sunday Shopping 


It is good to learn that church and civic 
groups in various cities are crusading for com- 
munity observance of the Lord’s Day. Car stick- 
ers are appearing in Phoenix, Arizona, bearing 
the legend, “I’m not a Sunday Shopper.” The 
stickers are part of a local campaign to close 
retail stores on Sunday. The campaign is sup- 
ported by civic clubs, the Used Car Dealers 
Association, and the Retail Grocers Association 
of Arizona, besides religious groups. 

If all church members would boycott the 
stores on Sunday they might not be open. 


—Evangel. 
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Balance needed for 1956 


COMPETITIVE 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
$1,200 --- $600 --- $500 


DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS 
MARCH 15 


Write: Dean Price H. Gwynn, Jr. 


FLORA MAcDONALD 
COLLEGE 


Red Springs. North Carolina 


Church News 


WORLD MISSION RECEIPTS 
Budget for 1956 $3,300,000.00 


Receipts to date (Jan. 17-31, 1956) —: 109,094.83 
Percentage of annual budget 
received for 1956 3.30% 


3,190,905.17 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer 


Washington, D. C. — Seventeen members 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., were among 
the 50 who attended a Pan-Presbyterian Meet- 
ing on Evangelism and Stewardship here Jan. 
30-31. 


Meeting in the National Presbyterian Church, 
the group brought together stewardship and 
evangelism leaders of the U. S., the U. S. A. and 
the United Presbyterian Churches, continuing 
cooperative discussions of problems and methods 
as directed by the 1955 General Assembly. The 
two-day session began with dinner at 6:30 p. m. 
Jan. 30, and closed at 4:30 p.m. the following 
day. 

The first evening featured a joint session be- 


tween stewardship and evangelism sections, to 
hear two addresses. A devotional program, led 
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by Dr. Edward L. R. Elson, the President's pas- 
tor at the National Church, opened the session. 
The first address was delivered by the Very 
Reverend Francis B. Sayre, Jr., dean of the 
Cathedral of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, Wash- 
ington. 


Dr. Jas. A. Jones, — of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, Richmond, Va., brought the 
closing address of the first evening. 


The second day’s program included separate 
conferences for the evangelism and stewardship 
sections, following a devotion led by Dr. Donald 
C. Irwin, pastor of Wallace Memorial United 
Presbyterian Church in Washington. Reports 
from the separate discussions were brought to 
the combined group, and suggestions formulated 
for joint recommendations to the General As- 
semblies of the three churches. 


Representing the Southern Church were Dr. 
James G. Patton and Dr. B. S. Hodges, Jr., 
stewardship leaders from the General Council, 
and Dr. Wm. McCorkle and the Rev. Al Dim- 
mock, evangelism leaders from the Board of 
Church Extension; Dr. A. R. Bird, Church of 
Pilgrims, Washington, D. C.;Mr. Floyd Bush, a 
layman in Central Church, Washington; the 
Rev. C. C. Cowsert, pastor of Fairlington 
Church, Alexandria, Va.; Dr. Wm. H. Foster, 
Jr., pastor of Trinity Church, Arlington, Va.; 
the Rev. R. W. Galloway, pastor, Towson 
Church, Towson, Maryand; the Rev. D. Kirk 
Hammond, executive secretary of Potomac Pres- 
bytery; Dr. Graham C. Lacy, pastor of Central 
Church in Washington; the Rev. B. J. Lynt, 
pastor, Second Church, Alexandria, Va.; the Rev. 
R. J. McMullen, Jr., pastor, Grace Church, 
Springfield, Va.; the Rev. John McPherson, 
Calvary Church, Alexandria, Va.; the Rev. Rob- 
ert S. Miles, pastor of Munson Hill Church, 
Falls Church, Va.; the Rev. Kenneth G. Phifer, 
pastor at the Presbyterian Meeting House, Al- 
exandria, Va.; and Dr. Jones from Union Sem- 


inary. 


Decatur, Ga. — The Society of Missionary 
Inquiry of Columbia Theological Seminary, De- 
catur, has announced plans for its fourth World 
Missions Conference April 20-22. The confer- 
ence will be held at the 4-H Club camp at Rock 
Eagle State Park near Eatonton, Ga. 


More than 500 senior high school and college 
students from Georgia, South Carolina, Florida, 
Alabama, and Mississippi, will be invited to 
attend, plus the members of the faculty and 
the student body of the seminary. 


Speakers for the conference will include: Dr. 
S. Hugh Bradley, field secretary of the Board 
of World Missions; the Rev. Eugene L. Daniel, 
candidate secretary of the Board; and Dr. C. 
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THIS SIMPLE PLAN SOLVES 
A GIVING PROBLEM 


This free booklet gives the simple plan of how, 
through your gift to Church Extension, you can 
also receive a safe, generous and assured income 
for life — beginning now. Your gift purchases a 
regular annuity for you and, depending on your 
age, you may receive up to 7% per year on your 
investment. Payments are made semi-annually— 
regardless of prevailing business conditions. The 
principal later goes to the spreading of Christianity 
throughout the South. 
People of all ages with 
large or small incomes 
may enjoy this plan. 
You’ll want more details. 


WRITE TODAY FOR 
FREE BOOKLET 


“Facing the Future 


with Your Money for 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce deLeon Ave., N. E., Dept. A-3, Atlanta, Ga. 


College Department head interested in admin- 
istrative position at college offering major cur- 
riculum in music. Executive experience. Box 
68, c/o The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Darby Fulton, executive secretary of the Board, 
all from Nashville, Tenn.; and Dr. Ben L. Rose, 
pastor of First Church, Wilmington, N. C. Sev- 
eral missionaries will participate. 


Wilson, N. C. — _ Five years of prayer, inter- 
denominational cooperation, and the direct help 
of Presbyterian friends in two hemispheres have 
made possible the realization of a Chinese girl’s 
dream. 


Cecilia Wang, from Taiwan, is now study- 
ing in a Wilson, N. C., college because the 
officials @f Atlantic Christian College, a Pres- 
byterian missionary, the Rev. E. H. Hamilton; 
and the First Presbyterian Church of Wilson, 
have taken an interest in her. 


Miss Wang chose the school herselfi—from a 
list ¢n Webster’s dictionary—and upon writing 
the school’s president, Dr. ‘Travis White, found 


the president so impressed with her grades that 


he offered her a tuition scholarship. Then the 
deacons at First Presbyterian Church agreed 
to underwrite supplementary funds necessary 
for the four-year period. 
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The Rev. Murphy Williams, pastor at First 
Church, wrote a missionary friend, the Rev. 
E. H. Hamilton, for assistance. Mr. Hamilton 
contacted Miss Wang and helped with arrange- 
ments for her trip, he and his wife adding to 
the funds themselves in order that the student 
could come by plane and make the opening 
sessions of school. Miss Wang’s mother had al- 
ready made personal sacrifices for part of her 
daughter’s expenses. 


The Chinese student was immediately “adopt- 
ed” by Wilson’s First Presbyterian Church, with 
a committee of three women appointed to be 
the church’s representatives on Miss Wang’s 
behalf. 


The student is a native of Shanghai, China, 
but evacuated to Formosa when the Commu- 
nists invaded her country. Her father returned 
to China to look after his business and has not 
been allowed to leave at any time to return 
to his family. 


The family has been Christian for at least 
four generations. 


Clinton, S. C. — Presbyterian College has 
announced that 475 students have registered 
there for the second semester of the 1955-56 
session. According to the announcement made 
by Registrar G. Edward Campbell, this figure 
represents a 34-student decrease from the peak 
enrollment of the first semester. It was pointed 
out that the decrease was caused by the number 
who completed work toward degrees during the 
first term, and by eliminations caused by aca- 
demic deficiencies. 


Union Church, Columbia, Tennessee — Paul 
Fulton was recently elected Superintendent of 
the Sunday School of Zion Church and is the 
president of the Men of the Church at Zion. 
He is an elder and has the same name as his 
great-grandfather who was one of the original 
pioneer elders and founders of Zion Church 
in 1807. Plans are being formulated for a cele- 
bration in 1957 of the sesqui-centennial of the 
founding of this church which has been con- 
tinuously active since 1807 and which 1s the 
largest rural church in the Synod of Tennessee. 
Recently a fund under the control of the Ses- 
sion and Deacons has been set up known as the 
“Founders’ Memorial Fund”. Franklin Fulton 
was made treasurer of this fund and contribu- 
tions are being received from descendants of 
the founders and from others interested in old 
Zion Church. 


Under the ministry of Rev. W. M. Ford, Zion 
Church is showing increasing interest and solid 
strengthening, one indication of which may be 
seen in Sunday School attendance. Since the 
first of this year the average attendance, nay, 
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even the minimum attendance, has been more 
than the number set as a high goal for special 
occasions 1n past years. 


In the afternoon of February 5, at Zion 
Church, Miss Margaret Liston, missionary to 
Belgian Congo, gave a lecture accompanied with 
slides of our work at the mission station there. 
A pleasing number heard her, not only from 
Zion congregation but from. several other 
churches of the Columbia Presbytery and from 
several churches of other denominations. 


Nashville, Tenn. — The Rev. and Mrs. 
Donald F. Bobb and family of our Congo Mission 
arrived in this country on January 23 for an 
emergency health furlough. The Board of World 
Missions, with headquarters in Nashville, made 
the announcement of the couple’s arrival. Mr. 
and Mrs. Bobb spent some time in New York 
City where Mrs. Bobb was in St. Luke’s Hospital 
and have now gone to Little Rock, Arkansas, 
where she is in the hospital there. 


The Bobbs have four small children, three 
sons and a daughter. This is their first term of 
service on the field, having gone to Belgium 
in August 1953 and then to Congo in September 
1954. 


Richmond, Va. — ‘The Synods of Oklahoma 
and ‘Texas will each have a Regional Director of 
Christian Education, effective March 1, under 
plans announced by the Rev. W. Norman Cook, 
director of the Board of Christian Education’s 
central department of field service. 


Miss Ruby McDurmon will be the new Synod 
Director of Christian Education for Oklahoma. 
Location of the new office space has not yet 
been established. 


The Rev. Jack B. McMichael, formerly di- 
rector for the combined two-Synod organization, 
will become full-time director for ‘Texas. On 
March 1 his offices will be moved to Austin, 


joining other synod offices at 510 West 29th St. 


Mr. McMichael is now completing his resi- 
dence study on a doctorate at Union Seminary 
and Columbia University in New York City. 


Miss McDurmon is now Director of Christian 
Education for the Presbytery of Mid-Texas, and 
was formerly Director of Christian Education 
for Dallas Presbytery. 


Nashville, Tenn. — The Board of World 
Missions has received word here that the Rev. 
and Mrs. John M. Coffin, Jr., of our Congo 
Mission announce the birth of a son, Samuel 
West, in Leopoldville on January 11. 


Rev. and Mrs. Earl S. King, Jr., announce 
the birth of a son, Earl Spottswood, III, in 
Congo, January 26. 
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Doctor W. A. Alexander Called Home 


News has just been received as this issue of 
the Journal goes to press that Doctor William 
Addison Alexander (60) passed away February 
20th, after a long illness, at his home in Bir- 
mingham, Alabama. Funeral services were con- 
ducted at South Highland Presbyterian Church, 
in Birmingham, February 21st. The participat- 
ing ministers, Dr. Frank Alfred Mathis, Dr. John 
M. Alexander, Dr. C. Darby Fulton, and Rev. 
David Edington. 


Dr. Alexander was Moderator of the General 
Assembly, held at Charleston, W. Va., in 1952. 
A more extended notice will appear in a later 
issue of the Journal. 


A Simple Analysis of the 
Situation in India 
By George Burnham 


Manila — “The 600,000,000 people of India 
will go behind the Iron Curtain of Communism 
in less than five years. And other teeming mil- 
lions of the Far East won’t be far behind.” 


That is the opinion of a top American official 
who lives in India and who has been trained 


to look for significant signs. 


“India will never go Communistic. Historical 
culture and the attitude of the people will never 
permit Communist domination.” 


That is the opinion of a member of Prime 
Minister Nehru’s cabinet. 


The opinions were given in answer to the 
direct question: “Do you think India will go 
Communist?” 


My month’s tour of India with Dr. Billy 
Graham doesn’t qualify me as a foreign affairs 
expert, but it doesn’t take an expert to ask a 
simple question. And it doesn’t take an expert 
to see glaring facts. 


Two different points of view were given many 
times as the question was put to government 
officials, taxi drivers, statesmen, missionaries and 
other people from all walks of life. But a ma- 
jority of opinions and facts leaned heavily toward 
the unpleasant picture that Russia is gaining 
the upper hand in India, where the population 
dwarfs that of the United States. 


Here are some things that will aid Americans 
to see the situation: 


India’s powerful labor unions ‘and many top 
government posts are in the hands of Commu- 
nists. Paralyzing violence is turned on and off 
by lifting the telephone. 
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One of the greatest strongholds of Communism 
is in universities. There are strong cells on 
every campus. Strangely enough, in India there 
are more Communists among students and white 
collar workers than among the poorer class. This 
may be because Russia figures she can get the 
hungry ones anytime and is concentrating on 
other groups. 


Insurance and medicine has been national- 
ized, and other big business will follow the 
same path. Assets are being taken away from 
the man who has worked hard and accumulated 
something. One Indian with several companies 
said: ‘‘My days are numbered.” 


Russian popularity is high. Banner-waving 
youngsters shouting “Up Red flag, Up Red flag” 
march up and down the highways. Most of them 
don’t know why they are marching, but have 
been told by higher-ups that it is the thing to 
do. There are no marching bands of Christians 
waving Bibles, or Hindus praising their gods. 


Billy Graham has been given a good reception 
everywhere he went, but Americans are not 
popular in India. Newspapers are filled with 
slanted stories praising Russia and casting the 
United States in a bad light. 


The door to missionaries from America is 
closing. The ones already on the scene have 
seen the handwriting on the wall and are busily 
training Indian Christians to take over all 
phases of the leadership and work. A number 
of missionaries alréady have been notified to 


leave the country. 


Freedom, as Americans know freedom, doesn't 
exist in India. A tourist has to register with 
police at every city he visits. Only authorized 
persons can send telegrams abroad. These are 
censored. Women aren’t the only people who 
are followed in India. 


A close look at various pronouncements by 
Nehru shows a definite leaning toward Russia. 


His autobiography is even more revealing. It 


plainly shows his preference for Communism 
over friendship with the United States. 


Those are just a few of the signs. All of 
them point down a rough road for world peace. 


THE CHRISTIAN FAITH ACCORDING 


To THE SHORTER CATECHISM 
By William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


Booklet, 44 pages and cover, 25c per copy, 
$2.50 per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, 
postpaid. 


Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


PAGE 19 


ore 

ion 

to 

ith 

om 

ner 

m § 

rs. 

on 

Id 

e 

[r. 

rk 

al : 

n 

| 


